
Explicit instruction is a systematic
teaching approach to modeling, guided
practice, and feedback
It provides high-quality interaction
between teachers and students
Listing steps and showing examples
isn’t sufficient for all learners
Use a Think Aloud to make the thought
process behind problem-solving visible
to students
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Explicit instruction is one of the most
effective methods to meet the needs
of students with math difficulties
It is critical for teaching new math
concepts to all learners
Thinking aloud while demonstrating
how to solve a problem is an effective
way to provide cognitive support
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What does explicit instruction look like in
the your classroom? Is it effective? 

PLAN A MATH THINK ALOUDPLAN A MATH THINK ALOUD
Click for a detailedimplementation

checklist

Choose the problem to be modeled
Write out the steps and solution to the problem
Ask and answer the planning prompts (more prompts on detailed checklist)

PLAN: What is the problem asking me to do? Which information is important?
What rules or properties will help me solve this problem?
MONITOR: Is this strategy working? I know ___ mistake is common, did I
double check my calculations?
EVALUATE: Looking back, have I made any mistakes? Does my answer make
sense?

Add a total of 6-9 questions and and the corresponding answers to your script
Type the think aloud scripts in italics in your lesson, or add sticky notes to the side of
a handwritten lesson

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hUESYhMu5-8R2lIcvN8nJNShIKRXfVFP/view?usp=sharing
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:dbc2f16d-3298-36d8-b8c5-bdf7eb21fdde
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:dbc2f16d-3298-36d8-b8c5-bdf7eb21fdde
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:dbc2f16d-3298-36d8-b8c5-bdf7eb21fdde
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DISCUSSIONDISCUSSION

What does “explicit instruction” look like in your classroom? Is it effective? 
How and when do you incorporate modeling, guided practice, and feedback? 
If you planned and delivered a “Think Aloud,” how might that change outcomes for
students?
What challenges do you anticipate in implementing this strategy?
What adaptations would you make for your classroom?
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